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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 edition. Excerpt: .whom we took to be Boxers, got up in red turbans, etc. They
were down below us in the street, and stared hard at us, but disappeared into the crowd. We saw two fires to
the north-west of the city, within the walls, but could not tell what they were. Now they tell me there is a great
fire to the east, which it is feared may be the American Methodist Mission. 11 p.m.--This afternoon at four o
clock the Chinese Government declared that the action of the Nationalities at Taku and elsewhere constitutes
war, and that we must all clear out in twenty-four hours or take the consequences. China against Europe,
America, and Japan--absurd, of course, inithe long run; but now we are in a very awkward predicament with
our small handful of troops. A despatch has been returned to the effect that we cannot evacuate the place
without proper transport and escort provided, and we await the answer; but Sir Claude Macdonald has just told
me that in his opinion we must stay here, and sink or swim with the ship, and /lope for reinforcements--but
where are they P fifuzze 20: /z.--Soon after breakfast this morning we were all electrified by the terrible news
that Baron von Ketteler, the German Minister, had been shot dead on his way to the Yamen, and his secretary
badly wounded. It was rash of them to go, seeing how untrustworthy the Chinese are; but who would...
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