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Macmillan. 1 Paperback(s), 2014. soft. Book Condition: New. In May 1941 Lena Mukhina was an ordinary teenage
girl, worrying in her diary about her homework and whether Vovathe boy she likedliked her. Then in June,
Hitler broke his pact with Stalin and declared war on the Soviet Union. Almost immediately, Leningrad was
besieged and life became a living hell for Lena and her family; their city was starving and its people began
dying by the hundreds of thousands. From day to day, Lena records the desperate hunt for food, the bitter cold
of the Russian winter, and the cruel deaths of those she loved. Her diary is a vivid firsthand testimony of a
courageous and perceptive young woman fighting to stay alive."Lena's diary, sustained by emotional stamina
and driven by daily drama, describes one of the worst civilian horrors of modern wartime."Times
(London)"Lena Mukhina's diary is to the Siege of Leningrad what Anne Frank's was to Nazi-occupied
Amsterdam. She tells us that people are not born brave, strong and smart but that these qualities are acquired
through perseverance and determination, like the ability to read and write. Mukhina's courage, practical
ingenuity, character and psychological insight make for an utterly absorbing story of the hardship and cruelty
of war."Rachel Holmes 391.
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