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TWO TREATISES OF GOVERNMENT

CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 216 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.5in.The Treatises of Government, particularly the
Second Treatise, are cornerstone works in Western thought. The First Treatise is devoted primarily to
demolishing the notion that monarchial rule is divinely sanctioned and is mainly of interest to scholars. The
Second Treatise, however, is a fundamental work that can be read profitably by anyone with an interest in
philosophy, ethics, and European history. Locke develops an optimistic social contract theory in which men
band together to overcome some of the defects of the state of nature. This is the origin of government, which
rests on the consent of the governed and is supposed to be in the service of the governed. Locke devotes a fair
amount of the Second Treatise to outlining his conception of political power, in many respects a juidicial one,
and to a broad discussion of the structure of acceptable governments. While some important aspects of Lockes
scheme, notably his a@irmation of a social contract theory as the historical basis for government, are clearly
wrong, many of his ideas became fundamental to our present ideas of a justified society. The notions of
intrinsic human rights and government depending on consent are essential. The Second Treatise is a relatively
short work and aspects of interpretation are ambiguous. A very good example is the emphasis on property.
Locke is regarded commonly, especially by conservative intellectuals, as the defender of private property
strictly construed. There is some justification for this interpretation. On the other hand, in the state of nature at
any rate, Locke is quite clear that individuals should use only what they need for reasonable subsistence and he
is opposed clearly to social dominance in any society. Lockes...
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