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indexed. Not illustrated. 1888 Excerpt: .and policeman Pumphrey heard of it from another officer. A few
minutes later as he was patrolling Dover street near Green, it being then half-past five o clock in the morning
and dark, he saw a young negro standing in the second story window of a house smoking a cigar. He thought
this a rather suspicious occurrence, and he determined to investigate the circumstance as soon as the negro
left his house. It was ten o clock before he saw the fellow go out. Then under pretence of wishing to inspect the
sanitary condition of the house, officer Pumphrey got into the room in which he had seen the negro smoking
that morning. There he found on the bed two blankets which had been stolen from Broderick Brothers, and
also a number of other articles, proceeds of the same burglary. Pumphrey waited until the thief returned and
arrested him. His name was Josiah Brooks. He was only twenty-one years old, and the series of robberies he
had just committed were the first he had been engaged in. His, arrest blighted his criminal career while it was
still in the bud. He pleaded guilty to one charge and was sentenced to the penitentiary for three years. Shortly
after officer Pumphrey s appointment to the detective squad the cities of Baltimore and Washington were
flooded with counterfeit silver dollars. Several persons who had been imposed upon gave the police a
description of the man who was passing the...
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