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to provide more flexibility in cre-ating needed capabilities and to ensure seamless and cost-effective
management of military forces. It prescribes both organizational and systemic change in order to more
effectively manage individuals throughout their military career, while meeting the full spectrum of military
requirements in peacetime and wartime with greater efficiency and economy of resources. The continuum of
service enhances the spirit of volunteerism by providing more ways in which military service can be performed
to support DOD missions. The continuum provides more extensive opportunities for the part-time force to
volunteer for extended service. Facilitating transitions be-tween levels of participation reflects the convergence
of two goals: that of an oper-ationally integrated total force and that of a seamless force - one where members
can easily move between full-and part-time status. Facilitating these goals was the creation of the Operational
Support strength accounting category authorized by Congress in the National Defense Authorization Act (
NDAA ) for Fiscal Year 2005, which makes it easier and less disruptive for Reserve component members to volun-
teer to perform operational missions. Recognizing that this Operational Reserve is still a Reserve Force, our
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