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with me in the difficult task of reconciling the public mind, after it has been for two successive weeks devoted to
the gorilla, to the consideration of mere men and women--ill-used men. | have some boldness in asking of you
this boon, because | doubt not that most among you consider yourselves as ill-used men, but at the same time |
candidly state my belief that however many of you may have been badly treated, the greater number, if you
put it honestly to your consciences, will find that you have received far more good than you have ever deserved,
and have been treated much better than you could ever have expected. | deny not that here and there one may
have received an injury; but, if you carefully balance up the book of life, you will find that you have done the
same thing to others, and have no right to complain. In answering the inquiry, who are ill-used men | exclude
martyrs and confessors entirely, because theirs is a kind of suffering above ill-usage altogether, and, to instance
what | mean by the term, | will state my opinion that Socrates, while a martyr when drinking the hemlock
draught, was an ill-used man in his relations to...
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