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Random House USA Inc. Paperback / softback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The End of the Long
Summer: Why We Must Remake Our Civilization to Survive on a Volatile Earth, Dianne Dumanoski, For the past
twelve thousand years, Earth's stable climate has allowed human civilization to flourish. But this long benign
summer is an anomaly in the Earth's history and one that is rapidly coming to a close. The radical experiment
of our modern industrial civilization is now disrupting our planet's very metabolism; our future hinges in large
part on how Earth responds. Climate change is already bearing down, hitting harder and faster than expected.
The greatest danger is not extreme yet discrete weather events, such as Hurricane Katrina or the calamitous
wildfires that now plague California, but profound and systemic disruptions on a global scale. Contrary to the
pervasive belief that climate change will be a gradual escalator ride into balmier temperatures, the Earth's
climate system has a history of radical shifts-dramatic shocks that could lead to the collapse of social and
economic systems. The question is no longer simply how can we stop climate change, but how can we as a
civilization survive it. The guiding values of modern culture have become dangerously obsolete in this new era.
Yet as renowned environmental journalist Dianne Dumanoski shows, little has been done to avert the crisis or to
prepare human societies for a time of growing instability. In a work of astonishing scope, Dumanoski deftly
weaves history, science, and culture to show how the fundamental doctrines of modern society have impeded
our ability to respond to this crisis and have fostered an economic globalization that is only increasing our
vulnerability at this critical time. She exposes the fallacy of banking on a last-minute technological fix as well as
the perilous...
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