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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1891 Excerpt: . . . The patient was a woman, aged forty-four, who was under the care of Mr. Willett.
In October, 1882, she came into hospital with a ventral hernia which had been strangulated four days. It
contained two feet of gangrenous intestine, which was laid freely open with prompt relief. After the dead tissues
had separated she progressed favourably, although her nutrition was defective, and at the site of the hernia
two apertures were left; a large one which belonged to the upper end of the bowel, probably the upper part of
the jejunum, and which discharged ill-digested food; and a smaller one which was discovered with difficulty,
and was supposed to belong to the lower end of the bowel. An enterotome was applied (February 23, 1883) to
the tissues between these openings, but without effect, and, therefore, an exploratory operation was performed
(April 24th, 1883). The peritoneal cavity was opened, but only the upper end of the bowel could be found, and
was left in situ, and the colon, which lay close at hand, was fastened in close proximity to it, with the view of
their subsequent union. This was afterwards done (May 31st, 1883) by an operation by which the peritoneum
was again opened. As this attempt did not succeed, yet another operation was done; the peritoneum was
opened for the third time (September 26th, 1883) and the ileum and colon again sutured and covered with a
flap of skin. She left the hospital on December 13th,...
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